Context matters. Oliver's (1999) seemingly contradictory finding with these other studies is a consequence of his choice to explore local level income inequality while other studies focus on state level income inequality. Both lines of research are supported here given their measurement of income inequality. Income inequality at the state level is negatively related to voting rates while at the county level it is simultaneously positively related. This insight helps resolve the scholarly debate, and presents new opportunities to understand how income inequality relates to civic participation and other political and social phenomenon such as trust, conflict and mobilization.
Linking Income Inequality to Voter Turnout
A long tradition of political thought argues that people perceive the world through the lens of inequality in their environment, "The nearer men are to a common level of uniformity, the less they are likely to believe blindly in any man or any class…[b]ut they are readier to trust the mass" (de Tocqueville 1969, 255) . Three potential causal pathways linking income inequality to political participation are sketched in Figure 1 . In a trust model income inequality affects an individual's trust towards other people, which in turn, affects voting propensities. The trust model also allows for a reverse, endogenous, relationship whereby participation builds trust through the act of participating. In a policy conflict model inequality breeds political conflict, which stimulates political participation. In a mobilization model elites act as political entrepreneurs within their communities through mobilization efforts. No single model may fully explain the link between income inequality and participation as all three models may act simultaneously. 
